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8 Save Our Sonics?

Adam Soble
Senior Staff

Before I
start to plead passion-
ately for why the Sonics
are meant to stay in Seattle,
let’s take a look at the good and
bad of the 2007-2008 season.

Good: Kevin Durant won the Rookie
of the Year award and has the looks of a bud-

ding superstar.

F Bad: The Sonics had a 20-62 record, the worst in

the franchise’s 41 years.

by Good: In the next three NBA Drafts the Sonics have
13 draft selections, giving them an unfathomably youth-

ful foundation to build from.

Bad: The NBA Board of Governors approved owner
Clay Bennettds yling to relocate the Sonics to Oklahoma

City, 28-2.

Good: Jeff Green seems primed and ready to be
Batman to Kevin Durant’s Superman; he’s too good to

be a sidekick.
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Sad about the Sonics?
Oklahoma City!

Move to

Now Leaving
Seattle

Bad: A slew of e-mails have been re-
vealed detailing how the Sonics’ owners
never intended to keep the team in Seattle.
We may not be nationally recognized
for our sports, but for people to say that the
Sonics (the only professional franchise to
bring Seattle a championship) don’t mean
anything to anyone or haven’t done any-
thing for the community has been lost in the
Cascades for a little too long.
We might have approved initiatives to
restrict public spending on pro sports
teams but that’s because we have
already funded two of the nic-
est sports venues in the
country (Quest and
Safeco Fields).
So why
would
we

successful in Seattle, because
frankly, nobody cares about them.

This was rather obvious in
November 2006, shortly after Bennett
purchased the team and demanded a new
arena.

The voters rejected the prospect of
spending tax dollars on professional sports
teams such as the Sonics.

This initiative
ensured that the
money for a new

This season, the Seattle Supersonics
were like a movie that is so awful it is al-
most entertaining. Of course, movie tick-
ets don’t sell for upwards of 200 dollars.
And movies themselves certainly do not

sell for 350 million dollars.

So | have a few ques-
tions: First of all, why
would anyone pay mon-
ey to see a team with
a 20-62 record for
the 2007-2008

season? arena  deynitely
Secondly, was not going to
why  would come from vot-

anyone want
such a team to
represent their

ers,  convincing
Bennett to move
the Sonics some-

own city? where else.
Seattle is “The Sonics

not known for suck. | don’t want

its sports, and them here,” sophomore Logan

the Sonics  Riedasch said.

never re- I almost feel sorry for Oklahoma

ally  helped City. Maybe the Sonics will do bet-

out our meager ter there, in an environment of love

reputation. and support. They deserve a city
“The Sonics used that really cares... | guess.

to be an okay team but
they’ve spiraled down-
wards,” sophomore Ryan
Pregent said.

Clay Bennett, the sleaze

ball that he is, has the right idea.
The Sonics are never going to be

As far as the arena goes, if they
really wanted to stay in Seattle,
they could build themselves a new
arena.

The players make millions
of dollars each year; if they each
sold a yacht and Clay Bennett sold
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want to fold to the demands of Bennett and
his cronies, who asked for an arena that
woud cost more than both Quest and Safeco
and seat no more than 20,000 fans?

The answer is we wouldn’t.
didn’t.

When it comes down to it, Seattle was
the NBA'’s guinea pig on how to hold cities
hostage until they got the new, publicly-
funded arenas they wanted.

The test backyred and instead Seattle
is showing other cities how to stand up to
the business that is the NBA.

If Seattle didn’t care about the Sonics,
there wouldn’t be three winnable lawsuits
against the owners of the team.

There wouldn’t be an organization
called Save our Sonics that is purely dedi-
cated saving the team from relocation.

There wouldn’t be a sellout game on
what could have been the Sonics last home
game.

So we

Maybe it’s a bit weird to say
you’re overly passionate about
group of guys but I'm just
going to come out and
say it: | love the
Sonics.

a house they
could scrape to-
gether another 100
million.

In any case, the Sonics
c 0st more money then they are worth.
For the majority of Seattle-area residents,
this move will bring no objections and
perhaps even a sigh of relief.
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