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Step up your garﬁe
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Girls, let’s be honest. Are you tired of always having
to wait for that hot guy to ask you out? You straight-
en your hair, wear jeans so tight you can hardly walk
and pirt with him every chance you geté and he still
doesndt ask you. We all know how intimidating the dat-
ing world can be.

Obviously it is not the norm to ask a guy out, so
here are some ways to beat around the bush yrst,
before actually doing the deed itself. For all those

girls out there who have been waiting for that
special guy to ask you on a date, to a dance or
just to hang out, this is for you.

. Step 1. The text

Texting, AIM-ing or facebooking are the
easiest ways to build a relationship. Why endure
the awkward face-to-face conversation in the halls
or uncomfortable phone calls when you can
send a friendly hello without even uttering a
word?

If youbre too scared to initiate some-
thing, send him a text and claim it was a
mistake. i0ops that was not supposed to
go to you! Anyway, what’s up?” | know
everyone has pulled that one, and as obvi-

ous as it is, it works.

Step 2: Subtle suggestions

No one said you had to pop the question, but there are ways to hint that you want
him to ask you out.

Ask him what his plans are for the weekend or bring up good movies and upcoming
events so that he is bound to invite you to something.

Tell him you are bored and you wish there was something fun to do. Say you are
starving but donét have a car right now. If it is near a holiday, tell him you really want to
go to a haunted house, ice skating or a Christmas movie.

Be a manly man
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Step 3: Do some research

Find out what he likes to do and what his interests are T food, sports, favorite teams, video
games, or movies. Ask his friends and then bring these things up and show interest.

Step 4: Be yourself

Dondt try too hard. If you are too animated, laugh too loud, talk too much or are waiting
for him after every class, he might be turned off. Act normal around him and have fun with
your friends. Flirt with his friends when he is around and he might just realize how fun and
attractive you really are.

Step 5: Get some guts

If all else fails, just do it. If you want something badly enough, ultimately the only answer
is to go and get it. Girls are known for being manipulative, smart and conniving, so why not use
it to our beneyt? After all, we are usually the masterminds behind everything no matter what
guys think. If you want to be with him, just ask him straight up. What is the worst that can
happen? If he turns you down, then at least you know not to waste any more of your precious
time.

Step 6: The good night kiss

If you ynally get to go out with him, remember that guys may act conydent, but most of
them arendt when it comes to hooking up.

He could be the best looking, buffest, most athletic guy at school, but the second he gets
you alone, being nervous is the only thing he is good at. This is where you come in. Make him
feel comfortable even though it is obvious he isnot. Carry the conversation, walk with your arm
wrapped around his and laugh at his jokes. When he brings you home, fumble for your keys, play
with his hands, prolong the hug and lean in. If he doesn’t catch those hints, the guy is hopeless;
don6t waste your time. Hopefully, hedll come ninety and then all you have to do Is go ten.

So next time you are interested in a guy but are not making any progress, forget about
traditional social conventions. If a guy is going to be appalled or threatened by you taking the
initiative, then he is probably not your type anyway. We dondt have to wait for Tolo to ynally do
what we really want to do. If you like him why not ask him to hang out, go to a movie or grab a
bite to eat? Itds time that we take charge of our lives and make things happen. Does this mean
we have to pick him up and pay for the date too? Letés just say some traditions should be left
unchanged.

to your armpits. Possibly the biggest part of being manly is smelling good. That means
showering every day, deodorizing at least once a day, and most importantly, investing in a
quality, seductive cologne T no, Bodman body spray does NOT count.

Alright all you Carhartt-wearing, construction boot-clad manly men, listen up, because
ités time you do away with that faux-image of masculinity that you have encoded under your
hard hat. The times have changed, 2008 is a different world compared to a decade ago and
the societal standards of your so-called fimanlinessd have deynitely been overhauled. My
objective today is to try to dispel some of the most blatantly crass misconceptions of what
it is to be masculine in todaybs society and teach you how to truly be a fimanly man.o

Step 1. Eat right!

Let’s be real, continue eating those triple bacon cheeseburgers and the only thing in
your future is a coronary and gastric bypass, if you’re lucky. Even though I do understand
that it seems manly to have ketchup smeared all over your face, and you think the grease
stains on your shirt are a real turn-on--the truth is that having good eating habits is at the
forefront of being a man in todayés society because nothing feels better than having a good
diet and being healthy.

Step 2: Dress well

Trust me, ités not as easy as it sounds. Yes, | know that nothing exudes manliness more
than your soiled grey sweats that were passed down to you from your father and to him
from his father, but trust me, there are many other articles of clothing that display more
manliness than the living documentary of barbeque sauce stains that you call your denim
overalls. Try some nice designer jeans and a t-shirt with a blazer on top & it will give you
a pare of modern class and at the same time maintain your machismo.

Step 3: Have proper hygiene (a.k.a. don't stink)

Yes, getting sweaty is good 0 it means you are working out and no one can deny that
the occasional eau-de bacon is quite appealing, but only when it leads you to food, not

Step 4. Groom yourself

When you are taking style tips
from Mario and Luigi, you know that
something is up. 16m not try-
ing to say that facial hair is a
no; on the contrary, a nice
bit of facial hair can be
quite the game-changer
for a manly man on the
brink. Whether it is sim-
ply a little bit of stubble
T going for the messy,
unkempt look T a goatee,
or even a chin strap; the key is
to maintain cleanliness and subtlety.
A gigantic handlebar or a beard that
makes you look like you should have
been a part of iCastawayo is not manly
0 itls just dirty.

Ultimately, though, the character-
istic that distinguishes todayts manly
man is conydence. You may not be in
the running for the cover of GQ but if
you can maintain your conydence and
show a pair of your personality, the
chances of you becoming manlier are
much greater.







