
April 24, 2008Page 18 Sports
The

April 24, 2008

Back in the 18th century when badminton was ýrst in-
vented, it was a game of leisure, a game where friends could 
run around and have fun together. The birdie would be 
launched into the air and lobbed back and forth over the net 
until someone missed it. 

Nowadays, this once fun, spirited game is played much 
differently. The times of light-hearted amusement are long 
gone and badminton has become a competition of birdies 
whizzing by at unimaginable speeds, pelted towards the 
ground on the opposite side of the net in an attempt to score 
points.  

For one sophomore, badminton seems to be her calling 
and her passion. 

Amy Jin is a member of our school’s varsity badminton 
team, and she takes this game to a whole new level.

“My sister and I used to play badminton in our backyard. 
Then my mom looked online and found a summer program 
for us,” Jin said.

This year’s varsity badminton team is second best in the 
district, having only lost one match to Newport. Jin undoubt-
edly provides for the team and has something to do 
with their success against other schools.

“Amy is our top play-
er,” badminton advisor 
Jens Lander said. “She is 
very nonchalant about it. 

She doesn’t really practice, 
though, she just shows up and 

kills everybody.”
In Washington there is no state 

competition for badminton. Schools in 
the same districts play matches against 

each other, and then the top players from 

each school compete for 
best in district.

“Amy is widely 
recognized as the top 
female badminton 
player in the district,” 
Lander said. 

Aside from 
being the num-
ber one player 
on the varsity 
badminton team 
at BHS, Jin also 
plays badminton 
outside of school on a club team.

“I like playing for the club team because I go 
more often,” Jin said.

Without a doubt, this season will be a spectacu-
lar one with Amy Jin on the team. Her love for the 
sport is shown vicariously through the passion and 
intensity she puts into each match. 

“My favorite part about 
badminton is the tourna-
ments,” Jin said.

So for those of you 
who seem to have de-
cided that once basket-
ball season is over, there 
are no more good school 
sports to watch, think 
again. Amy Jin brings en-
thusiasm and excitement 
to each badminton match, 
and that alone is reason 
enough to come support her 
and the rest of the team. 

As the sun begins to come through 
the clouds the sightings become an almost 

daily occurrence.  There have been reports 
of UFO sightings all over Bellevue.  People 
were running and jumping after what looked 
to be like something from Area 51.  But it 
turns out it was actually a group of students 

competing in an 
Ultimate Frisbee 
match.  

For the 
past six years, 
Bellevue students 
have had the op-
portunity to get 
involved in the 
co-ed Ultimate 
Frisbee League 
Disc Northwest.  
Students play 
against a plethora 
of other schools 
or teams in 
Greater Seattle.

“We play a 
lot of small pri-
vate schools in 
the area.  Mercer 
Island has a team 
also but they’re 
really bad.  It’s 
kind of funny,” 
senior co-captain 
Taylor Martin 
said.

While many 
students aren’t 

very familiar with 
the sport often re-
ferred to simply 
as Ultimate, it is 

steadily gaining popularity.  The sport is 
played with two opposing teams, 4 boys 
and 3 girls on the ýeld for each team, who 
pass the Frisbee to their teammates in an ef-
fort to get into an end zone, much like foot-
ball.  The twist in the game is that players 
must remain stationary while the Frisbee is 
in their possession, making it a lot tougher 
to move down the ýeld.

“The games can get pretty intense, but 
the sport really relies heavily on sportsman-
ship,” Martin said.

Many of the students 
are great athletic 
performers but 
the games are 
d e t e r m i n e d 
more by the 
strategy and 
fundamen-
tal skills 
the sport 
r e q u i r e s .  
People par-
ticularly en-
joy the notion 
that there is no 
referee in the game 
and it is purely ruled by 
the players.

“A lot of us are really competitive but 
it’s nice to play a self governing game.  It’s 
tough to ýnd a game that offers the intense 
action but relaxed atmosphere that Ultimate 
provides,” senior Allen Oh said.

The team is made up of players of all 
different experience level and anyone who 
wants to join is welcome.  Practices are typ-
ically held on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays be-
ginning around 
3:15 at Bellevue 
Park in downtown, 
with games on Saturdays 
at different parks in the 
Greater Seattle area.

“The attendance at prac-
tice varies with the weather.  
When it’s sunny and 75 degrees 
around 25 people show up, when 
it’s cold and drizzly a lot less people 

show.  But there always a couple 
people there,” Martin said.

Just because practice at-
tendance is can be a little 

spotty at times doesn’t 
mean that the team 
does not ýnd suc-
cess on the ýeld.  
This year the team 
is undefeated, most 
of their wins being 

blowouts.  Two years 
ago they won even the 

league championship. 
 Many students on 

the team are adamant about 
the team becoming an ofýcial 

club sport at the school.  
While discussions have taken place be-

tween team leaders and the administration, 
it appears that there are certain benchmarks 
the team must meet that it is currently un-
able to do.

ñItôs difýcult because we donôt have an 
ofýcial coach or advisor who could help us 
through the process, we just all love to play 
the game,” Oh said.
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Frisbees aren’t just for dogs anymore

Amy Jin: Smashing birdies and competitors

“ “Itõs tough to þnd a game 
that offers the intense action 
but relaxed atmosphere that 
Ultimate provides.
	 -Senior Allen Oh

BIANCA CASIMES
Leap, Steven, leap! Junior Steven Leib soars through the air as he 
makes an Ultimate throw to a fellow frisbee þend.

Smash! Sophomore Amy Jin prepares a volley for an incoming 
birdie.
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