One hour is not enough to save the envirc
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Click. The lights went off. Click. The lights went on, and as our eyes
opened we were greeted by a world exactly the same as it was an hour
beforehand.

On Saturday, March 29, millions of people in developed nations
around the world partook in an “hour of darkness” to raise awareness
about global warming. Supposedly, we demonstrated how serious we
are about fighting climate change.

While there is no doubt that the intentions of the organizers were
genuine, the hour of darkness is not going to alleviate any of the prob-
lems our planet is facing. An hour is a trivial amount of energy usage
compared to the amount used the other 8,759 hours in a year. The only
thing this event has proved is our ability to sooth our conscience.

The hour of darkness and similar one-time fights against major glob-
al issues are merely a way for the developed world to feel good about
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itself. If we don’t buy gas today, pat ourselves on the back and buy 10
gallons tomorrow, we haven’t really done much, have we? If anything,
these fad campaigns are distracting people from developing long term
solutions to our problems.

When we want to see real solutions we are going to have to face
some harsh realities. What the earth needs is a long term commitment
by humanity to reduce our consumption and environmental impact. That
means we are going to have to start making sacrifices, which means
more than getting a Facebook application that certifies your page as
“green.” We need to write to our leaders and demand that they sign the
Kyoto Protocol on climate change; we need to demand that money is
put into alternative energy sources; we need to demand environmental
consciousness from every other citizen of this nation. We don’t need to
shun the next global salvation fad, but we do need to remember that if
saving the earth was as easy as turning off your lights for an hour, we
wouldn’t be in the predicament we are in now.
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